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District 57 parents! Come share your thoughts 

on how to make the trip to school safer and 

easier for students in your community. We 

need your input to know what will help en-

courage more kids to walk or bike to school. 

Let’s work to make each of our schools leaders 

in healthy and active lifestyles! 

  

Safe Routes to School Public Workshop 

Wednesday, October 19, 7pm-8:30pm 

Westbrook School Gym 

103 S. Busse Road, Mount Prospect 

 

October has arrived.  The leaves are just beginning to 

turn; and, naturally, in true Chicago-fashion, the 

weather is getting warmer, reminding us, once again, 

how some things are simply out of your control and 

make very little sense – not unlike the middle school 

years. 

 

It is easy to understand why the arrival of fall always 

seems to prompt me to write about middle school kids.  

The weather is unpredictable, the foliage is changing at 

an unbelievably rapid pace, and we know that just 

around the corner we can expect even more significant 

change – and, yet, there is a unique beauty of it all.  

Actually, I think it just may always be Fall at Lincoln 

Middle School. 

 

Have you ever met an adult who thought, “ahhh . . . to 

be 13 again!”  I certainly don’t want to go back in time 

to my adolescent years, do you?  Sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grade can be tough years – bringing out the best 

and, unfortunately, even the worst for some children.  

These are years when children may really not know 

what they did, what they said, or where they put some-

thing! There is so much going on inside and outside of 

them, they just can’t seem to keep up or keep things 

straight. 

 

One 8th grade boy is under 5” tall and another is 6’2” 

and shaving – and both are perfectly normal! “Can’t 

find my backpack! “Where is the last place you had 

it?” “On my back.”  Really, and you still don’t know 

where it is? Here is the best reason we have heard for 

being sent to the office: “I wanted to see if my braces 

would conduct electricity in science class.” 

 

All this marvelous craziness is music to our ears!  We 

live in the whacky world of middle school, and . . . we 

love it. 
 

 

Those of us who spend day after day with this age 

group somehow find happiness in the ever unpredict-

able (and usually quite humorous) middle school 

world.  How fortunate we are that these kids teach us 

to be less judgmental and more patient. We have 

learned not to hold grudges because we know that 

most are sincere when they say, “I really don’t know 

why I did it.”  It’s not “my dog ate my homework” 

anymore. It’s more like, “I accidentally skateboarded 

over my flash drive.”  They are still middle school 

kids regardless of the decade we are living in and we 

are so very fortunate to be invited to be a part of what 

may just be the most awkward and crazy years in their 

lives. 

 

Thank you for another great autumn and for the 

chance to remember just exactly why this is our favor-

ite time of year and our favorite place to be! 

 

Dr. Angelaccio 
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A Few Messages from Mr. Steen 
 

 . . . regarding student absences as recorded in the parent portal . . . 

  

 Parents are already aware that they can check their child's grades using the parent portal. 

However, parents may also check their child's attendance. Absences are recorded in first period 

only. An "A" (excused absence), "N" (unexcused absence), "H" (excused half-day absence), or 

"U" (unexcused half-day absence) indicates a child was absent from school. For example, a 

child home ill for the entire day will have an "A" listed in first period indicating the full-day ab-

sence. Furthermore, a child that left school at noon for a doctor's appointment would have an 

"H" in first period indicating the student was absent for half of the day. To make things confus-

ing and frustrating, a half-day absence in the parent portal is counted as missing one day of 

school. Thus, the total number of absences may not be correct if a child has half-day absences. 

The report card is the child's official document for attendance and the report card correctly 

counts half-day absences as 0.5. Thus, the report card, which is distributed four times a year, 

shows accurate totals.  

 Tardy to class is different than tardy to school. Tardies to class are recorded by the indi-

vidual classroom teacher and are not reflected on the parent portal. Tardies to school, however, 

are viewable in the parent portal. A “T” in the advisory column indicates a student was tardy to 

school. Please note that all tardies to school are considered unexcused, unless a signed note for 

an appointment (doctor, dentist, etc.,) is given to the assistant principal.  

 I hope you found this information helpful. Please feel free to contact me if you have any 

further questions. 

 

 

 . . . The 2011-12 Student Conduct Expectations 

 are posted on the Lincoln website. Hard copies of this document are not sent home to 

families. Students were given an addendum to the handbook which highlighted various topics 

which was reviewed by students with their advisory teacher. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact Mr. Steen at (847) 394-7350, X 5006 

Reminders from the Health Office                                                                                                              
If your son or daughter has an upper respiratory infection, sore throat, ear-
ache, upset stomach, diarrhea, or an elevated temperature, please keep him/
her at home. Children should remain at home for 24 hours following an epi-
sode of fever, vomiting, or diarrhea to help ensure full recovery.  Thank you 
for helping to keep Lincoln healthy! f you have any questions, please contact 
Judi Brown, R.N., at (847) 394-7350 X5004. 
 

 

LINCOLN ATTENDANCE  LINE 
847.394-7350, Press 1 

Parents can leave a message concerning student attendance at this number 24 hours a 
day! 



 

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

October 10  
NO SCHOOL 
Columbus Day 

October 12  
V-Show Tryouts  

October 14 
Team Jersey Day! 
10am PTA Meeting 

October 15  
XC @ State 
October 17 

Basketball Tryouts Start 
October 20 

Poms Try Outs Start 
PHS Band Visit 

Market Day Pick Up 
BOE 7pm @ FV 

October 21 
Poms Try Outs 

October 25 
LN Chorus @ PHS 

October 28 
Lincoln Spirit Wear Day! 

Quarter 1 Ends 
Lost and Found Donated 

V-Show 7 pm 
October 29 

PHS Placement Exams 
@PHS 

October 31 
Black and Orange Day!  

Halloween 
(No Costumes @ Lincoln) 

November 1 
BB v Cooper: Boys Home 

November 2 
Vision/Hearing Screening 

November 3 
Picture Retake Day 

Liger Field Trip 
BB v Mac: Girls Home 

BOE 7 pm @ FV 
 
 

 
 
 

 

                       Lincoln Newsletter 

 

http://www.marketday.com/


 

 

A Message from Your Superintendent  

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to a new staff member who has joined the District 57 

community. Mary Kalogeropoulos is the principal of Westbrook School for Young Learners, and she already is 

making a positive difference for Westbrook and for all of District 57. 

 

Mary is a phenomenal up-and-coming educational leader who brings insight and innovation to our District. She 

is energetic and collaborative and has a fresh outlook and approach to leadership. She is the perfect complement 

to the talented and dedicated staff members at Westbrook. 

 

Mary comes to us from Hoffman School in Glenview's District 34, where she most recently was a fifth-grade 

teacher. She also has served as summer school principal and as a second-grade teacher in District 34. She co-

taught pre-kindergarten, kindergarten and first grade at the University of Illinois Lab School in Champaign. 

And she has taught multicultural education and reading and writing methods to undergraduate and graduate 

students at Judson University in Elgin. 

 

Mary is pursuing her doctorate in educational leadership from the University of Illinois. She is nearing the end 

of her course work and about to begin the dissertation process. She earned a bachelor's degree in elementary 

education and a Master's degree in Curriculum and Instruction, also from the University of Illinois. She has 

earned her administrative endorsement (Type 75). 

 

Many Westbrook parents already have had the opportunity to get to know Mary. For those of you who have not, 

I encourage you to say hi the next time you're in the building. She already has held some parent coffees, where 

she received a lot of feedback and ideas. She plans to hold more coffees later in the school year. 

 

All of our schools are fortunate to have strong leaders as their principals. I am so pleased that Mary is joining 

this talented team. And I am confident that under her leadership, Westbrook will not just be a building but a 

thriving school with its own unique identity. 

 
Dr. Elaine Aumiller 

Superintendent of Schools 
 





The 

Mount Prospect Downtown 
Merchants Association 

Presents the 7th Annual 

Fall Festival 
Saturday, October 15, 2011 

1:00pm-4:00pm 
On the Village Green in front of Village Hall-Emerson Street & Busse Avenue 

 Food 
 Crafts 
 Pumpkin Decorating 
 Ballet Expressions 
 Taffy Apples 
 Impulse Dance Ensemble 

 Tractor Rides 
 Moon Bouncer 
 Motion Tribe Hoola Hoops 
 Scottie the Parrot 
 Wear your costume 
 River Trails Bucket Band 

 Strolling Scarecrow-juggling, magic tricks 
 Mount Prospect’s longest Trick or Treat Candy Line 

Please help by bringing a non-perishable food item to benefit the mp food pantry 

Stay for the 4th annual Oktoberfest  4pm-10:30pm 

 

This event is brought to you by the community-minded merchants of Mount Prospect’s downtown area. 
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